
COVID19 CLEAN: 
MAKING OUR SPACES 
SAFE FOR GATHERING 
JIM ALTMAN, OWNER/OPERATOR OF EAST KY 
CHEMICAL  
SHARES IDEAS ON CLEANING OUR CHURCHES TO MAKE THEM  
SAFER FOR OUR RETURN TO CHURCH GATHERING SPACES. 

Any facility will need to have an aggressive disinfection program that will de-

pend on the “reintroduction” plans. Here are some key things to include.  

 1.  Contain people to a limited area of the facility.  

Doing so reduces the amount of the facility that will have to be disinfected. By 

having less area it will allow the cleaners to properly focus on doing a very 

thorough job which is critical. Require every person to use provided hand sani-

tizer prior to entering the building. Also, consider the path the members must 

follow to enter and exit. Prop doors open so they do not have to touch them 

to open or close doors. This is important for the entire path they must follow. 

Minimize the number of “touches” to surfaces people have within a facility 

especially repetitive locations. This is critical to preventing the spread of the 

virus.  

 

 2. Choose the right disinfectant.  

Only use a disinfectant that has been approved for use for the COVID-19 virus 

by the CDC/EPA.  

 

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-

sars-cov-2 

 

In order to determine if a disinfectant is on the approved list then you must 

check the first 2 areas of the disinfectant’s EPA Registration Number. The EPA 

gives every disinfectant manufactured a specific EPA Registration which is spe-

cific to that product. It consists of 3 parts separated by 2 dashes. For example 

11111-222-33333. In this example 11111-222 represents the exact chemical 

that is contained and approved and the 33333 represents the location that 

packaged it for final sale. If the first two numbers match the EPA/CDC ap-

proved list then it is good to use and is approved for the COVID19 virus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Aggressively disinfect 

 Reduce the space 

 Provide hand sanitizer 

 Prop doors 

 Minimize “touches” 

 Choose the RIGHT dis-
infectant 

 Know how to properly 
use the disinfectant, 
including dwell time 

 Be very detailed in your 
cleaning (even pens!) 

 Protect the servants 
who clean for you. 
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3. Know how to properly disinfect.  

Most people do not know how to actually disinfect. Everyone must be re-

trained. For a disinfectant to work you must first clean an area of any dirt, 

food, filth, etc. Next you must completely wet the area with disinfectant. 

After wetting the area you must allow the disinfectant to remain on he 

surface for the length of time the instructions indicate for that specific 

pathogen. This is called dwell time. Most current disinfectants have a 3 to 

5 minute dwell time for Coronavirus. Spraying a surface and then wiping 

immediately it will not destroy the virus. Training of all people who will 

have any type of disinfecting responsibilities will be needed. We cannot 

assume anyone knows how to do it correctly because most do not know 

how to properly disinfect. 

4. Attention to detail is required.  

When properly disinfecting an area we need to consider all surfaces peo-

ple will come in contact with, and have a plan for addressing each surface. 

For example, if you need to disinfect a small meeting room that had 6 peo-

ple in it, simply disinfecting the table is not enough. You must disinfect the 

chairs, the light switches, the door handles, etc. Even pens left in the room 

have come into contact with pathogens.   

5. Protection of those who will be cleaning.  

Few give thoughts to the protection of the person that must now touch 
every surface they every person came in contact with. Make sure they al-
ways have gloves. Make sure they understand the need to wash hands 
regularly. I suggest they apply hand sanitizer to their gloved hands prior to 
removal of the gloves, then wash their hands, then again use hand sanitiz-
er again. Wearing a mask and eye protection is also advised. 

Jim Altman  is a Christian Businessman and his disinfecting supplies can be 
ordered here: 

http://www.eastkysupply.com/default.aspx 

Jim Altman  

East Kentucky Chemical 

and Supply Inc. 

Contact: 

https://

www.facebook.com/

eastkychemical/ 

 

1-800-444-4028  

Office Location: 
4324 13th Street, Suite 2 
Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 133 
Ashland, KY 41105 

 

Office Phone:  

606-327-0077 

Cell Phone:   

606-899-1226 
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