
Coronavirus:  A Response from the Greenup Baptist Association 
 

This morning (March 11, 2020), Governor Andy Beshear held a press conference addressing 

concerns over the issue of Coronavirus (COVID-19).  At this point, there are eight confirmed 

cases of Coronavirus in the Commonwealth.  None of these cases are in our area (Greenup, 

Boyd, Carter, Elliott and Lawrence counties), but are areas that many of us likely travel to often 

(Harrison, Fayette and Jefferson counties). 

 

In Governor Beshear’s address, he urged continued caution and basic hygiene as effective 

measures in preventing the spread of this virus.   He also urged, among other things, that 

churches consider not having services this Sunday.  Other municipalities around the country have 

also urged or even banned the gathering of large numbers of people in an effort to prevent the 

spread of this virus that has infected over 115,000 people and claimed 4,000 lives worldwide.   

 

According to reports, these patients range in age from 27 to 69, and for most people, the virus 

causes mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough, although for some, it can cause 

more severe illness, such as pneumonia. 

 

So how do the 47 churches of the Greenup Baptist Association respond?  In a word: Cautiously.   

 

Be cautious in your personal measures.   
 

So far, medical experts are stressing the practices:  

• Wash your hands using warm water and soap  

• Keep your hands away from yours and others eyes, nose and mouth 

• Maintain a safe social distance of 3 feet to avoid the spray from coughing or sneezing 

• Cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.   

 

Sound familiar?  They should, because these are the common methods stressed for the 

prevention of illness.   

 

Be cautious in your practices at church.   
 

It may be helpful not to have a fellowship time, or at least, come up with a creative alternative.  

Take care of your classroom settings by sanitizing toys and food preparation materials and 

surfaces.  Have hand sanitizer available.  Have a Wellness Plan for your church (especially 

children) that helps define parameters of care.  (See attached). 

 

Again, these are common practices that should be utilized in our churches on a regular basis.  It 

is juts good common sense to have measures in place to protect our people from illness.   

 

Be cautious in your reaction.   
 

I am not saying that we should not treat this seriously.  But do be careful who you listen to and 

read.  It is easy to lose sight of the fact that we serve a Sovereign God who still reigns over the 



affairs of man.  We should not be defined by fear.  Fear is a tactic used by Satan to cause doubt 

and raise anxiety. 

 

I am reminded of Jesus’s words: 

 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 

than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of 

you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?[g] 28 And why are you anxious 

about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall 

we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 “Therefore 

do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.  Sufficient for the day 

is its own trouble.”  (Matthew 6:25-34) 

 

I need these words daily in my life.  There is so much strife in this world, so my hysteria in our 

society, and so many crises in our daily lives.  But the reminder that God is in control of all 

things brings us hope, peace, and security.  Still, there is a fine line between faithfulness and 

foolishness.   Have faith in God and trust Him, but don’t be foolish and ignore the information 

before us and the precautions we can take. 

 

Pastors, be a beacon of hope and encouragement to your members.  Certainly, pray for the 

families affected by this virus. Reach out to the elderly and otherwise medically compromised, 

and serve them well.  Pray for our leaders at the local, state and national level to make sound, 

wise decisions based on facts, not hype.   

 

I am praying for you, brothers, as you care for your congregation.   

 

For His Glory,  

Brian 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%5C&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23310g

